         Class Exercise – (Developed by Dr. Wes Johnson, Edited by Dr. Holt)	
Your are the criminal court judge in the following scenario. You are limited in your sentencing by the new sentencing guideline policies designed to minimize judicial discretion for certain offenses.

Bubba, 18 years old, is convicted of aggravated assault in your court.
The evidence in the trial is that Bubba severely beat Sissy, 21, a correctional officer for TDCJ.
Sissy told the jury that while she was at a welcome back party at the Bostocks Billiards & Bar that, without provocation, Bubba hit her several times with his fists.	A doctor testified that Sissy suffered a broken nose and multiple lacerations to the face and was hospitalized overnight.
Bubba, who was represented by a public defender, told the jury that, “She called me a ‘punk’ while I was playing foosball at the bar, and I just got so mad that I had to hit her.”
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The jury found Bubba guilty and a pre-sentence investigation (PSI) showed that:
· He has two previous arrests, one for simple assault and one for shoplifting;
· He was from a broken home and dropped out of high school in the 10th grade;
· He was diagnosed with bi-polar disorder in the 9th grade;
· He has no known job skill and is unemployed;
· He says he wants to be a Tarleton Texan.

Class Exercise ---- What do you do?
Under the new Judicial Sentencing Act you have the following
alternatives:
 	Probation with mandatory job training and counseling
· How many years of probation?	 	
· What type of counseling?	 	
 	Indeterminate sentence with mandatory job training and counseling
· Range of sentence years  	
· Length of training and counseling  	
 	Incarceration, no counseling.
· How many years?  	
 	Deferred Adjudication (Sentenced to Prison, with Sentence Suspended to be Placed on Probation so long as Probation is Completed)
· Years Sentenced? 	Years on Probation?  	
What would you do if you were not constrained by the sentencing
guidelines?
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BEHAVIOR IS DETERMINED BY FACTORS	EMPHASIS IS ON RESPONSIBILITY BEYOND CONTROL OF INDIVIDUAL		AND THE CRIME
THE CAUSE OF DEVIANCE CAN BE	DETERRENCE WORKS
IDENTIFIED AND TREATED	RETRIBUTION AND INCAPACITATION FOCUS IS ON INDIVIDUAL AND FUTURE		IS NECESSARY
DO THE CRIME; DO THE TIME



ACCEPTS DEFENSE OF  MITIGATING FACTORS	AND REDUCES AN INDIVIDUAL’S	FULL LEGAL RESPONSIBILITY
image1.png




image2.png
PHILOSOPHICAL/THEORETICAL ORIENTATIONS




